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     Boxing great Muhammad Ali was once quoted as saying: “The service you do for 
others is the rent you pay for your room here on earth.”  I heard it referenced this 
morning on the CBS Morning Show and it resonated with me, so I googled it to learn 
more.  I learned that Ali had first said it in a Time magazine article in 1978 and that 
you can now get the saying on t-shirts and posters.   

 

 Well, it got me thinking about that time we spend here on earth and the fact 
that there are a lot of people out there not paying rent, and I’m not talking about 
those who are too poor financially to pay rent.  In fact, for what it’s worth, many of 
those people volunteer their time at food banks and other organizations that have 
direct contact with the least of Jesus’ brothers and sisters.  We’ve even had some vol-
unteer on Saturdays in our clothes closet and food pantry as a way of giving back for 
what they may have received from others at some other point in their lives or may be 
receiving now.  I don’t think for a minute that these folks believe they are paying rent 
for the privilege of living on earth.  Their motivation is service to others, others like 
them because they know what it’s like and how much a little human compassion can 
mean during your darkest of hours. 

      Anyway, back to Muhammad Ali.  What I noticed lacking in his quote was any ref-
erence to God.  And it’s not that Ali didn’t believe in God as he converted to Islam in 
1964, long before this quote.  He realized that even though he proclaimed to be “the 
greatest” he knew he was not greater than God.  As a footnote, Islam is one of the 
three religious faiths that trace its roots back to Abraham.  The other two being Juda-
ism and Christianity.   

 

 So right about now you are wondering where I’m going on my men-
tal walk-about and what, if anything, does it have to do with Advent?  
Good question.  For us Christians Advent is our yearly reminder of the 
Hope we have in Christ, the Love we have in Christ, the Joy we have in 
Christ, and the Peace we have in Christ.  It’s not a reminder that there are 
only so many shopping days left until Christmas, and it’s not a reminder 
that this is the time of the year when we do one or two and the He’s com-
ing again, and that we need to be ready.  And that’s what  
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Pastor’s Pen 

the prophet John the Baptist was talking about when he was out in the wilderness proclaiming the coming of 
the Messiah and baptizing with water.  John is telling us to prepare the way for the Lord; to make his paths 
straight so that one day all humanity will see God’s salvation.  And John tells us to produce fruit that shows we 
have changed our hearts and lives.  If we don’t, he tells us, the ax is at the root of the tree ready to chop it 
down and throw it into the fire.  Well, that really scared his first-century audience and they asked him what it 
was that they should do to avoid this fiery fate.  His answer was simple; whoever has two shirts must share with 
the one who has none, and whoever has food must do the same.  He told the tax collectors to collect no more 
that they were authorized to collect, and the soldiers to stop cheating and harassing the powerless and to be 
satisfied with their pay.  Essentially, he is saying to do unto others as you would have them do unto you.   

 

 So, as Followers of the Way of Jesus Christ, we understand that the services we perform in Jesus’ name 
is not our way of paying rent for our time spent here on earth.  It’s our way of preparing God’s creation for the 
return of his Son in whom we have our hope, in whom we share and practice our love for others, in whom we 
find joy in all we do in his service, and in whom we find the peace we need to be a calming presence in a world 
divided by hate, war, famine, and greed.  So let your gift of service this year not be a way of just paying rent for 
your time spent here on earth, but as a gift to others for the gift we received from God the Father over two 
thousand years ago, a gift that keeps on giving. 

 

  

United Methodist  Women 

decorating the church 

Christmas tree, bringing  

joy to all. 
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We  the members of CUMC and our on-line attendees greatly appreciate the lovely altar flower arrangements which   
are provided by our talented  members.  These beautiful flowers  make our  worship service  a “special time”  with 
the Lord. 

 

 

Recent  Altar Flowers 
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THE CUMC GENERAL STORE A YEAR LATER 
WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED? 

Submitted by Jean Holtz & Marsha Hamacher 

 
After a year of working in the CUMC General Store, we wanted to share with our 
Church members and donor community what we have learned in working with 
and for our neighbors in need of some assistance. 
 
Let us first repeat our “cannots/do nots”:  We cannot accept any open or partially used food, condiments or hy-
giene products.  Yes, we have found bugs in repackaged foods.  We cannot accept “Beyond Expiration” foods.  All 
clothes, linens and bedding must be washed and in good condition.  No stains, rips, broken zippers, please!  Again, 
we ask that you respect the dignity of our shoppers being able to wear/use clean and well-maintained clothing/
goods.  Please remember that many of our clients tell us that they once had homes, cars, jobs, families, and for 
some reason far beyond their control, lost some or all of these things.  They never expected to be in the position 
in which they find themselves now and, in a lot of cases, are trying hard to get back on their feet again. We are 
working to support them in doing so. 
 

1.  Many persons donate mac & cheese boxes but the mixture also needs milk and butter.  Consider adding 
shelf/boxed milk & small bottles of olive oil with the boxes. 

2.  We get a lot of Top Ramen & Noodles, a favorite go-to-donation.  But would you  
 enjoy it for every meal?  Please don’t resort to “they should be grateful for what they 
 get”.  Think how you would feel if people repeatedly said that to or about you. 
3.  Boxed and shelf milk is always a good donation. 
4.  People who are frequently on the move or live in small places like tiny homes, cars, vans or tents cannot 

carry or store large cans or boxes of anything.  Keep portions small and easy to carry or store in tight plac-
es.  Consider donating simple, light weight can openers. 

5.  Salt, pepper, sugar are often requested.  Consider buying these in box of single serving packets. 
6.  Tuna & crackers always fill the stomach but, again, let’s vary it with other canned meats. 
     We get requests for corned beef hash, Vienna Sausages, stews, chilis, Spam, etc. 
7.  Hamburger Helper does not help much if it has no meat to put in it. 
8.  When buying peanut butter & jelly think about also getting crackers to put it on. 
9.  We have been getting more requests for laundry soap and dishwashing detergent. 
      Just because you see someone with dirty clothes in our store, don’t assume they want to wear dirty-

clothes.  They simply cannot afford to buy detergent. 
10.  Women will cry over finding feminine hygiene products on our shelves. 
11.  Everyone cries over finding toilet paper on our shelves.  Give up some of your hoard. 
  Hygiene products like toilet paper & feminine products are not carried at the Food Banks. 
12.  Stove top stuffing is not really a nourishing meal. 
13. Many of our shoppers are on medical diets.  Consider getting Ensure, Boost, Premier protein drinks.  Con-

sider getting low sugar, low sodium & lay fat foods.  We also have persons who are vegetarians, vegan or 
have lactose & gluten intolerant allergies. 

14. The best things for clothing donations are simple, washable, long wearing items.  
15. Please, do not bring us Dry Clean Only items – our clients do not have the money to keep these cleaned. 
16. Fleece items are not chosen very often, just occasionally for a layering piece.  Much preferred are cotton 

and cotton/polyester items. 
17. Clothing items that have printing on them – slogans, sayings, specific organizations – are not popular.  Oc-

casionally, someone will like a graphic of an animal or painting and the like, but words of any kind are 

Continued on page 5 
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      take pride in how they look and have specific likes and disliked.   It is not up to us to tell them what 
they should and shouldn’t wear. 

18.  Jeans are very popular, especially because they wear so well.  Our clients are not into the “slashed 
jeans” style, however, so we do not stock jeans with holes and slashes. 

19.  Substantial bathrobes for men and women are appreciated by some of the people at Peter’s Place 
because of having to travel from their houses to the restroom/shower trailer and back again.  Robes 
also make another layer for wrapping up in a car or tent. 

20. Flimsy clothing items for women and dressy, formal, or office-type clothing for men and women are of 
little use to our clients.  We do keep some “office appropriate interview clothing” for our clients, but 
our stock of these is complete.  

Pride, dignity and respect guides what we give out at the CUMC General Store. 

There is so much more we want to learn about how best to meet the needs of all our neighbors.  We look for-
ward to another and another and another year of such growth. 

Let us leave you with this true quote from one of our shoppers who tried on new shirt & pants. “ I don’t look 

like a homeless person for once.” 

Photos by Scott Rosekrans 
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Out door CUMC Nativity Scene 

You can drive by the church to see it. 
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ADVENT ALTAR 

Sung-Ling Hsu and Pam Robert’s perform for UMW program. 

Photos by Scott Rosekrans 
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CUMC supports three local organizations: OlyCAP, Tri-Area Food Bank and 

ECHHO. We donate a minimum of $100 each month to one of these three 

organizations in addition to donations collected from membership. In 2019 

CUMC will begin donating $100 each month to UMCOR as well to aid in 

natural disaster relief efforts. Following is the donation schedule for 2019 and 

the total amount donated each month: 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

January:  ECHHO  $ 300.00 

February:   Food Bank    $ 200.00 

March:       OlyCAP $ 500.00 

April:         ECHHO $ 500.00 

May:        Food Bank  $ 500.00 

June:         OlyCAP $500.00  

July:  ECHHO $360.00 

August  Food Bank $634.50 

September OlyCAP $300.00  

October  ECHHO $500.00 

November Food Bank $500.00 

December OlyCAP $ 

 

 

FINANCE REPORT 

By Larry Jensen 
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 For the homeless, 
the hungry and the 
unemployed. 

 For Peace on Earth!  

 For wisdom for our 
leaders. 

 For employment for 
people  struggling 
to find meaningful 
work. 

  For Healing and 
provisions for those 
who are suffering 
with  COVID-19. 

 For protection of 
the medical front-
line workers who 
are caring for 
patients with COVID
-19 and variants. 

 

GREETERS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
LITURGISTS 

COMMUNION SERVERS 

COUNTERS 

USHERS 

Dec 5 
Mal 3:1-4 
Luke 1:68-79 
Phil 1:3-11 
Lukie 3:1-6 

Dec 12 
Zeph 3:14-20 
Isa 12:2-6 
Phil 4:4-7 
Luke 3:7-18 

Dec 19 
Mic 5:2-5a 
Luke 1:46b-55 
Heb 10:5-10 
Luke 1:39-45 

Dec 26 
1 Sam 2:18-20,26 
Ps 148 
Col 3:12-17 
Luke 2:41-52 

 

December LECTIONARY READINGS 
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Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 1165 

Physical Address:  130 Church Lane 

Port Hadlock, WA 98339 

Phone: 360.385.1579 

Church office email: cumc@olympus.net  

Open Hearts   Open Doors   Open Minds 

Community United Methodist Church 

Scott Rosekrans, Pastor 

Email:  pastorscottrosekrans@gmail.com 

 

Pastor’s Office Hours:   

10 am - 3 pm, Monday & Wednesday  

10 am - 6 pm, Tuesday 

Web Site:  www.HadlockChurch.com 

Church Office Hours: 

10am - 2pm, Tuesday -  Friday 

Learning Circle:      9:00am 

Sunday Worship:  10:00 am 

Sunday School:      10:15 am 

Fellowship Time:   11:15 am 

 

We Need Our Church 
By John Blase  

Hebrews 10:19–25  

I grew up the firstborn son of a Southern Baptist preacher. Every Sunday the expectation was 
clear: I was to be in church. Possible exceptions? Maybe if I had a significant fever. But the truth 
is, I absolutely loved going, and even went a few times feverish. But the world has changed, and 
the numbers for regular church attendance are not what they used to be. Of course, the quick 
question is why? The answers are many and varied. Author Kathleen Norris counters those an-
swers with a response she received from a pastor to the question “Why do we go to church?” He 
said, “We go to church for other people. Because someone may need you there.” 

Now by no means is that the only we reason we go to church, but his response does resonate 
with the heartbeat of the writer to the Hebrews. He urged the believers to persevere in the faith, 
and to achieve that goal he stressed “not giving up meeting together.” Why? Because something 
vital would be missed in our absence – “encouraging one another” (v. 25). We need that mutual 
encouragement to “spur one another on toward love and good deeds” (v. 24). Brothers and sisters, 
keep meeting together, because someone may need you there. And the corresponding truth is 
that you may need them as well. 

December 1st, 2021  

https://ourdailybread.ca/someone-may-need-you/
https://ourdailybread.ca/author/johnblase/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A19%E2%80%9325

